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Business Method Patents:
The Sky Is NOT Falling
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The Problem?

A FEpidemicoof patent lawsuits
A Business method patents afi t h rt@sgstem

A Existingtestsfi i n s u f td weed oat urt-patentable,
old, abstract ideas

A The patent system c a n 6 tcorrece | f

A Eliminating business method patents needed to help eradicate
patent nAtroll so
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The Reality

In a vibrant, growing pro-innovation
environment, annoying Aacorns

head,
but the truth 1 sé.

A NO EPIDEMIC of patent lawsuits
A Business method patents are NOT a significant THREAT

A Existing tests ARE SUFFICIENT to weed out un-patentable
abstract ideas
A The patent system |S SELF-CORRECTING

A Elimination of business method patents will NOT SOLVE
Atroll o I ssues
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The U. S. Patent System
eExcept for AlIl Ot he

AnWe could not | ook 1 nto the
day, without being astonished at the numerous
advertisements of articles for which patents had been
granted¢éo

NThe number o f fri

ol ous art
are obtai ned 1 s, | ndeed

: a m

Lord Chief Justice Kenyon, 1791, fn Observations on
Patent so
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Wh a t @ds . .

A Story:

There was a Burslem potter named Ralph
Shaw, who had a patent for decorating
earthenware that basically covered just the
use of a thick slip of flint and pipe - clay.
The combination of those ingredients was
perhaps novel, but they were simply

existing, very commonly used elements . . .
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... I1s New Again

of Ral ph] Shaw . . . unwil ||
practices of the business, and to brook any
appearance of competition . . . was constantly

objecting fo every trifling iImprovement , as an
Infringement on his patent, and threatening his

neighbors with suits in equity, to protect his sole

rights, till at length self - defence urged them to

bear the expenses of a suit he had commenced

against John Mitchell , to try the validity of the
patent, at Stafford, I n 173

Inventing the Industrial Revolution: The English
Patent system, 1660-1800, Christine
MaclLeod, 1988, p. 71



i
. L A 3 ) i
NewEconomyPatents.org ¢ \ 4 -
- y A -

Myth-Busting

Myth: Facts:

A fEpidemico o f A Growth in patent
patent litigation echoes growth
lawsuits in ALL litigation

A Rate of all litigation tied
to economy

A History shows courts
and patent system rev
up in times of major
Industrial change



